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The
Light Bringer
As you all prepare for Christmas again, we offer you another Advent themed issue of this
publication to remind every one of us of the reason for the season. This is a message
repeated over and over—that Jesus was born for a very special purpose, and that purpose
was to bring light, love and peace to the earth and show us the way to heaven. No ordinary
person could have overcome the influence of evil emanating from hell at that time so we are
told in the Writings of Emanuel Swedenborg. So God Himself, took on a physical body and
was born on our earth to save us. The power of the hells was so great that very little
spiritual light was getting through to us humans. We are told it was the darkest time in
human history, spiritually speaking. This had been foretold from ancient times and there
were prophecies of a savior’s coming given to the prophets of old. For example, Isaiah
foretold that “unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given, and the government shall be
upon His shoulder and His name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, Mighty God, the
Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace.” Jesus took on the hells and overcame them
through his daily temptations. In so doing, he put them back in their places and freed us all
to follow in His footsteps. If we allow Him to fight our battles for us, we too will find our
way to our heavenly home. This is the reason for the season and we hope that you make it a
time of sharing the love, light and joy that now flows freely from above and into human
hearts that are open.
Spiritual light, which is the light that goes forth from the sun of the spiritual world is in its essence truth; consequently in
that world, wherever truth appears, it shines with a splendour proportionate to its purity. EMANUEL SWEDENBORG

Star of Light
Jenny Keal

Star of Bethlehem, Star of light,
Guide us to a precious sight.
Take us to Jesus, let us see
The One who came to set us free.
Show all people where to find,
The Saviour who is good and kind.
Light the way for us to go,
To find the One who loves us so.
Shining brightly up above,
Open up our hearts to love.
Keep us loving and keep us kind,
Shine your light for all mankind.
Let the joy of love increase,
And bring the world God’s heavenly peace.
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Once Upon a Time
John Sutton
Once upon a time there was a golden age on earth when
everyone lived in complete harmony and contentment
within their extended family. No one was ruled by selflove or worldliness. There was no desire to have what
others had, or to control them, no greed, no adultery, no
cruelty. They were pleased that other people enjoyed
their possessions and life. No laws were needed because
everyone was ruled by an inner conscience. They were also very aware of God’s
presence, , heaven, the angels and life after death. Throughout their world there was
peace, joy and eternal happiness. It was paradise.
This might sound like the beginning of a fairy story but it isn’t. The first human beings
lived like this. However, as with many stories, it did not last. People were born with a
freedom of choice so possessiveness and the desire to control others slowly grew with
each generation. Laws governing people’s behaviour had to be written and policed to
prevent anarchy. Sadly, as they became more self-centred and worldly people, they were
less aware of heaven and the angels, until few knew and less believed in them.
This gradual spiritual decline of the human race continued to the point where the Lord
through the angels of heaven, was in danger of being unable to help people find the
happiness they were created for. This spiritual decline is recorded in the inner sense of
the books of the Prophets in the Bible. Amongst all the warnings there about the effects
of self-love and materialism, there is the promise of hope and new life. The promise that
Jesus is still ‘Emmanuel’ God with us, offering us new life; hope replacing despair, joy
instead of mourning, the peace of forgiving instead of hatred. May you find something of
this new life at Christmas. May the apparent fantasy of it become a reality.

Christmas Services
Christmas festival of readings and carols Sunday, 17 December 10 a.m.
followed by a pot luck party and gifts for the children
Bring a gift of a toy or non-perishable Christmas fare for the Pakuranga Women’s Refuge
Christmas Day Service 10 a.m.
5 Ballarat Street, Ellerslie, Auckland.
Ph: 09 579 6819

All Welcome!
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The Light and the Glory
George Dole

"The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light.
Those who dwell in the land of the shadow of death, on them
has the light shined" (Isaiah 9:2). "And the glory of the Lord
shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together" (Isaiah
40:5). "But unto you who fear my name shall the sun of
righteousness arise, with healing in his wings" (Malachi 4:2).
"Through the tender mercy of our God, whereby the
dayspring from on high has visited us, to give light to those
who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death" (Luke 1:78,
79). "The true light that enlightens everyone was coming into
the world" (John 1:9).
The glory of the Lord shone around the shepherds. A
star led the wise men to Bethlehem. The Lord's coming
is a sunrise, the coming of light to banish darkness.
Advent is a season of light.
Physical light is one of the most familiar images of truth.
Everyone knows what we mean when we describe
ourselves as being in the dark about something, or about
shedding a little light on a subject, or when we speak of
"enlightenment." Understanding and sight are closely
akin, and physical and spiritual light have corresponding
functions. So it is surely no coincidence that while
nothing is more familiar to us than physical light, it turns
out on close examination to be quite mysterious. The
story of the study of light is a fascinating one, full of
unexpected twists and turns. At the beginning of the
nineteenth century, it seemed as though optical theory
was complete and coherent; but the discovery that light
had both wave and particle properties threw everything
into a
confusion that is still not really
resolved. Science has found
it necessary to adopt
Everyone knows what
paradoxical views,
we mean when we
knowing that a
describe ourselves as
particle is one thing
being in the dark about
and a wave another,
something, or about
and that light seems
shedding a little light
to
be both.
on a subject, or when

in the focus of a powerful magnifying glass, or rather, like an
image thrown into the sun itself" (True Christianity 370).
Why not stay at that level of simplicity? Perhaps the
most direct answer is found in Luke: "And Jesus increased
in wisdom and stature" (Luke 2:52). In taking on our
nature, the Lord took on the whole process of growth.
We are designed and created not to reach some plateau
and stay there forever, but to keep learning and growing.
Every day is different from the last, bringing to us things
that have never happened before. The fact that our finite
minds are confronted with infinity means that there will
always be more, that eternity will be fascinating—as
fascinating as the study of light is to the physicist—rather
than boring.
If we turn again to the Christmas story—the story of the
coming into the world of the true light—we find that not
many people noticed it. The light was seen by a few
people only: by some shepherds and some scholars. I
should like to spend a little time looking at the forms the
light took in those two instances.

Simeon, filled with the holy spirit, sang of "a light to
It is this way with
lighten the gentiles, and the glory of your people Israel." That
spiritual truth as well.
is exactly how it happened. For the shepherds it was a
There is a level of
brilliant burst of glory that came suddenly, unexpectedly,
understanding at which
and surrounded them. There was no way they could
everything seems simple and consistent. But when we
miss it—in fact, it terrified them. But evidently no one
probe just a little deeper, we find ourselves facing
else even noticed it. For the wise men, it was not glory
bewilderment. The simplest reason is that the God we
but light: a particular star they identified in their careful
worship is infinite, and our minds are finite. This is a
study of the night skies. It was there for everyone to see,
primary reason for the incarnation. The full depths of
but it took deliberate effort to pick it out from the rest,
Deity are wholly beyond our comprehension. If pure
and to interpret its meaning. Two very different events
Deity were to draw near, we would "melt away like wood both led to the infant Jesus, who was neither a star nor a
we speak of
“enlightenment.”
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multitude of the heavenly host.

knowledge guides experience. It is a shame that we do
not have an idiom that means the opposite of a "vicious
circle," because that is what we are offered: a circle, or
better a spiral, that leads us closer and closer to the
Lord and to each other. The caring heart wants to
understand, and true understanding awakens care.

If my recollections of high school physics are correct,
light disperses according to the inverse square law. At
twice the distance from the source, it is four times as
dim; at three times the distance, nine times; and so on.
The glory of Israel and the light for the gentiles, the
radiance of the heavenly host and the star that the wise
men saw, these are the same light, but seen in the one
instance at close hand, and in the other from afar.
The traditional understanding of this rests in the
difference between the simplicity of the shepherds and
the erudition of the wise men. The shepherds typify an
innocent trust that goes straight to the heart of things.
The wise men typify a much more sceptical attitude that
needs to understand before it decides. It is not that one
approach is better than the other. The world needs both,
since shepherds are not very good at explaining things to
the bewildered, and wise men are not very good at
tending sheep.

The shepherds and the wise men did both come to
Bethlehem, but they came separately. Spiritually speaking,
each represents a kind of quest. That of the shepherds
was brief and instinctive, that of the wise men was long
and reflective, and each led not to the end of the story,
but to the beginning. What they found was not an
enthroned king or a teacher or a healer, but an infant.

Whatever brings us to the manger scene also brings us
only to the beginning. But what a beginning it is! One of
the reasons people keep having babies is the experience
of incredible promise in each new life. And the promise
of the new life in the manger is infinite. All the other
images of human life are dim and partial by comparison:
images of life as a journey or as a climb or as a school or
The Writings of Swedenborg take this distinction deeper. as a contest. They highlight some particular aspect of
They speak of a love for the Lord that is the very heart
what it is to be human. They do us the service of defining
and soul of heaven, and takes on substance in caring
humanity as a process rather than a state. But they are
behaviour. That focus on caring behaviour is, in turn,
abstract and skeletal compared to the reality of a
the heart and soul of the next lower level of
newborn baby. There is the promise of growth
heaven, which is the heaven characterised
in love and wisdom in its fullest
by "glory." The very essence of that
representation. There is the glory of "the
We see things truly,
"glory" is "the Lord as to divine truth" good that love can do," not as some
we see each other
the blinding brilliance of the spiritual
static achievement, but as a potent
truly, to the extent
sun. What that light shows us, if we are
longing of the human spirit.
that we see in that
willing to see, is the full beauty for
light: the light of the
which we are created. The prophets saw
That is the light that has come into the
longing to see what
good love can do.
it as the peaceable kingdom. John saw it
world. We see things truly, we see each
as a radiant city coming down from God
other truly, to the extent that we see in
out of heaven. In that light, each one of us is
that light: the light of the longing to see what
indescribably dear—which is why love for the Lord
good love can do. The clearer this light is, the
in the heart demands to be given substance in caring
more clearly we see ourselves as infants in the process,
actions.
wondrous not so much
for our achievements as for
our promise. In the words of Malachi, the Lord wants to
So inevitably, "glory in a representative sense is the good
"open the windows of heaven and pour us out a blessing so
that love does." The visible face of divine truth, the visible great that we will not have room to receive it" (Malachi 3:10).
face of glory, is our care for each other. At the close of And the message of love of the neighbour is that this is
the Gospel of John, Jesus gives Peter his commission. It is true for everyone we know, everyone we meet,
not to study or to teach, but to "feed my sheep" (John
everyone who walks through the door.
21:15-17). That is what it is all about. If the star leads to
the glory, it is at heart a pastoral star. It leads to a life of The spirit of Christmas, then, is not so much a spirit of
love in action. The truly enlightened mind comes from
triumph as it is a spirit of promise. As we hear the
the tender heart. "The glory of your people Israel" consists familiar words and see the familiar scenes and hear the
in radiant, beautiful lives.
familiar music, may something awaken in us of renewed
trust in that promise. It is our promise, not in the sense
Lives of this kind gather strength as they go. Swedenborg of an obligation we have undertaken, but of a promise
remarked in Divine Providence #60 that "there is knowing
made to us: the promise that we are all truly angels in
the way from walking in it, and there is walking in the way
the making.
(from www.swedenborg.org)
through knowing it." Experience yields knowledge, and
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Christmas Past, Present, and Future
Brian Henderson

John the Baptist and Herod
Christmas is all about joy and happiness: the Lord
coming to earth as a baby in a stable, Mary and Joseph,
shepherds and wise men, “Glory to God in the highest
and on earth peace, good will to men.” We celebrate
with decorated trees and lights, festive parties, joyous
carols, loving gifts. But Christmas is also very much
about two figures we tend to keep outside the
sphere—John the Baptist and Herod. But both are
essential to the meaning and promise of Christmas. It
is significant that in the Christmas story John the
Baptist is born first. This is because he brings the
message of baptism and repentance—that we must
turn away from evil before we can turn toward the
Lord’s goodness and really know Him. Only with the
new light of truth that came with the Lord being born
on earth can we see evil for what it is and shun it.

partner, Jacob Marley, and
then the Ghosts of
Christmas Past, Christmas
Present and Christmas Yet
-To-Come, has become a
defining morality tale of
the power of Christmas to
elevate our spirit.
Scrooge won’t even give
to the poor at Christmas,
considering them “better off dead.” But on Christmas
Eve he is visited by the ghost of Jacob Marley, who
also had spent his life hoarding wealth and exploiting
the poor. Now he is condemned to walk the earth to
eternity, bound by the chains of his own greed. He
warns Scrooge of a similar fate—unless he heeds the
warning of the Christmas ghosts.

The gift of Christmas is that we can all get to heaven
if we live the life of heaven. But John’s message is
The Ghost of Christmas Past takes him back to his
prerequisite: we must repent—be born again—before unhappy childhood, then a happier Christmas when he
we can enter.
meets Belle, the love of his life. But she leaves
him when she realises he loves money more
The Lord came into the world because
than he loves her, breaking his heart.
Scrooge
and
the
people had forgotten Him and did not
Grinch are
know Him. Sadly, this is still true. That
The Ghost of Christmas Present shows
beloved examples
is why we need Christmas—every
him all of London celebrating
of how we all can
year—and why the Christmas story in
Christmas,
including his faithful and
become better
the Word is written in the present
abused
clerk,
Bob Cratchit, and his
people at
tense. “For unto you is born this day a
family. Scrooge is touched by the pureChristmas.
Saviour who is Christ the Lord.” He still
hearted nature of Bob’s sickly son, Tiny
is coming to be born in our hearts—every
Tim, and is disturbed when told that Tim will
Christmas, every day.
die unless things change.
Christmas Present: Scrooge and the Grinch
Christmas may be all about joy and happiness, but its
dark and somber side extends well beyond John the
Baptist and Herod. Two of the more iconic modern
examples of the anti-Christmas spirits are Ebenezer
Scrooge from Charles Dicken’s immortal 1843
novella, A Christmas Carol, and the perennial Dr Seuss
favourite, How the Grinch Stole Christmas, first
published in 1957 and made into a television show in
1966, which many families have watched every year
since.
Scrooge and the Grinch are beloved examples of how
we all can become better people at Christmas through
regeneration—being reborn with a new spirit.
Scrooge is the antithesis of Christmas—a cold-hearted
miser who hates everything it stands for. The story of
his redemption by the ghost of his old business

The Ghost of Christmas Yet-To-Come takes Scrooge
to Christmas Day a year later. Tim has died because
his father could not afford the care he needed.
Scrooge then is shown the grave of a “wretched man”
and weeps to see his own name on the tombstone. He
immediately repents and turns to a life of kindness and
generosity. You might say—as with the Grinch—that
his heart “grew three sizes that day.”
The Grinch is a furry recluse living on a cliff
overlooking the cheerful community of Whoville, with
evil in his heart. He cannot stand their happy
celebration and sneaks into town on Christmas Eve to
steal all their gifts and decorations. With an evil
twinkle in his eye, he anticipates their spirit being
crushed. But he is no match for the innocent Cindy
Lou and the Whos, who still gather in the town
square to sing cheerfully in celebration of Christmas.
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Like Scrooge, he has an epiphany, returns the gifts
and joins in celebration with the Whos. As Dr Seuss
memorably describes it:

We may all have “what if” moments in our lives.
What if I had never been born? What would be
different? What if I didn’t have that “unexpected”
meeting with the person who turned out to be my
spouse? Our lives are filled with apparently chance
experiences that may forever change our lives. But it
is not chance that determines our lives. According to
the Writings of Emanuel Swedenborg, it is the Lord’s
loving and guiding providence:

Then the Grinch thought of something he hadn’t before,
What if Christmas, he thought, doesn’t come from a
store?
What if Christmas, perhaps, means a little bit more?
And so people are warmed every year by this fanciful
children’s story and its enduring message amid the
hubbub of Christmas commercialism about what is
really important. Christmas is always a celebration of
hope—that the coming of the Lord onto earth and
into our lives really is the ultimate Christmas gift that
can transform any traces of Scrooge and the Grinch
within us and lift our spirit to heaven.

Those who are in the stream of providence are at all
times carried along toward everything that is happy,
regardless of the appearance of the means (Arcana
Caelestia 8478:4).
There is no such thing as chance; apparent accident or
fortune is providence in the ultimate order (AC 6493).

Christmas Yet-To-Come: It’s a Wonderful Life
Another venerable Christmas classic is the movie, It’s
a Wonderful Life, which was not a success when it was
released in 1945 but has since been acclaimed as one
of the greatest movies ever made, and joins The
Grinch as a must-watch seasonal favourite.

Divine Providence does not regard that which is brief and
transient and comes to an end with a person’s life in the
world; rather it regards that which remains forever and so
does not come to an end (AC 10775).
It was within the Lord’s
providence that George Bailey
It’s a wonderful
had saved his young brother
life because the
Harry from drowning, that
Lord has been
Harry lived to shoot down a
born into it—and
kamikaze pilot about to blow
never stops
up a ship full of sailors, that
coming to us.
George was able to prevent a
drunken pharmacist from
accidentally putting poison in pills
meant for a sick young boy, that all George had done
for his town was not in vain. It was when Clarence
let him see all that would have happened if he had
not lived that George realised there was meaning in
his life—and a power greater even than Clarence
watching over him.

Jimmy Stewart is George Bailey, a rock of integrity in
his community of Bedford Falls but whose world is
suddenly shattered, leading him to the brink of
suicide. His guardian angel Clarence is sent to
intervene and “earns his wings’ by teaching George
an important lesson.

When George says, “I wish I had never been born,”
Clarence is able to show him what would have
happened to Bedford Falls and his family if he had not
been born. It’s a sad picture and immensely
distressing to George. We all know the happy ending,
when his friends rally to save his bank—and his life. A
grateful George suddenly realises he is “the richest
man alive” because of his friends and family, and that
This, too, is part of the Christmas gift. Yes, the Lord’s
it truly is “a wonderful life.”
providence is in every part of our lives, ever lifting us
Frank Capra said he made the movie “to combat the up and bending the bad things that happen to us
toward good. This is how the Lord loves and looks
modern trend toward atheism” and to uphold “the
out for us. It is how His love works in our lives—
individual’s belief in himself.” But this is ultimately
every day. “It’s a Wonderful Life” because the Lord has
another Christmas morality tale—this one all about
been born into it—and never stops coming to us.
the Lord’s providence.
(From Life Lines, New Church Life: November/December 2016)
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A New Spirituality comes to you quarterly, courtesy of the Swedenborg Centre for Spiritual
Development. Its aim is to support people on their spiritual life journey and promote awareness and
appreciation of the Writings of Emanuel Swedenborg—eighteenth century spiritual explorer and
Divinely inspired writer. Available to you in hard copy or by email. Your donation will help print the
next edition.
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