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Love’s Philosophy
by Percy Bysshe Shelley
The fountains mingle with the river
And the rivers with the ocean,
The winds of heaven mix forever
With a sweet emotion.
Nothing in the world is single,
All things by a law divine
In one spirit meet and mingle.
Why not I with thine?
It is apparent from angelic knowledges, which are apart from space, that in the created universe nothing lives except
God-Man, nor is anything moved except by life from God, nor has being except through the sun from God. So it is true,
that in God we live, and move, and have our being.
EMANUEL SWEDENBORG

The River of Life
Jenny Keal

Peace is flowing like a river because the
river of the water of life is peace, it is
love, it is joy and much more. The water
of life is a picture of the truth but it is a
picture of a joyful, loving, abundant and
always changing view of what is true
because it bubbles up within us and flows
from our hearts as it says in this passage
in John chapter 7:37, which reads: If
anyone thirsts, let him come to me and drink.
He who believes in me, as the Scripture has
said, out of his heart will flow rivers of living
water.
So the river of life is truth flowing from
God through our hearts. It is not set in
stone like ice but is open and free flowing
and comes from a place of love. If an idea
does not speak of love, then it is not true
but merely the point of view of the
person speaking it. To be true, an idea
must be loving, merciful, and open minded
and, therefore, willing to change as it sees
things from a higher point of view.
What this means for me is that all our
truth should come through our hearts
because everything we believe must be
what we believe in our hearts not what
someone else has told us. Our truth is
our own and everybody sees truth
differently depending on what shape their spirit is in. That is because truth, like water is fluid and
takes the shape of whatever container it is poured into.
Let’s listen to our hearts and hear the truth that the Lord is giving each one of us. Pure truth is
known by God alone but it is manifested in all the different ways that people see it. Each of us has
only one facet of the whole and may keep on broadening our views as we grow and become more
enlightened, even to eternity.
It has been said that truth is love in a form you can visualise. Jesus said that the
water that he would give would become in us like a fountain springing up into
everlasting life. What is it that springs up or wells up inside of you? It is
emotion which springs from love. A fountain is a picture of emotion, or love
It has been said
moving us to put our truth into action. So, if our truth does not come from a
that truth is love
in a form you
place of love it cannot flow. It cannot carry us along into everlasting life.
can visualise.

We each have our personal truth which is shaped by our life experiences. That
is why everyone sees truth differently. However, if we remain in the same spot
year after year, we will never progress. Something has to change and maybe it is our
insistence on being right. We are not asked what our faith was when we cross over, we are asked
what our life or, in other words, our love was, since
2 our love is our life. So let our hearts be open
to broadening our thinking and let God’s love, peace and joy flow like a river so that we may all be
united as one humanity, celebrating our diversity and the infinite variety in all of God’s creation.

Swedenborg and Life Recap:
Does My Life Matter?

Josh Cole, Swedenborg.com Contributor
The following is a recap of a recent episode of the weekly webcast
Swedenborg and Life, presented by Curtis Childs. To watch this
episode (or any other) go to youtube.com/offthelefteye.
Why are we here? What are we here for? Do our lives even matter? Well, of course they do!
Whether you know it or not, your life is essential—in both mundane and momentous ways.
To know how much we matter, we have to define what “we” are in the first place.
Heaven is organised like a human body, and every human spirit that comes to heaven forms a tiny
piece of it. Why is heaven organised like a human body? Because it’s a reflection of the source of all
life: God. We are all born to be part of that larger whole—to be part of God. We each embody
different elements of God’s feelings and intentions.
According to Swedenborg, your life is constantly shaping you to become the part of
God you were always meant to be. Curtis uses a tiny, mysterious object as a visual
aid. Why is it that size? Why that shape? All is revealed when the piece is put
into place: it’s part of an electrical circuit, a missing link that allows the whole
We are all born
system to function. Like our lives, its purpose isn’t obvious until you see
to be part of
where it’s supposed to go.
that larger
whole—to be

part of God.
Each moment in life, however small, is important. Swedenborg tells us that all
of our actions and decisions, even the seemingly insignificant ones, can either
grow or hinder our sense of goodwill, or love for others. The more we do good,
the easier it becomes to do good again—and the same is true for evil. Swedenborg
divides goodwill into four categories:

Daily work and interactions like finishing a report on time or shopping for groceries.

Acts of kindness, like helping people and encouraging them.

Obligations, like paying bills.

Recreations, like playing video games.

There are always opportunities to grow and for work to be done in every life, even when it’s not
obvious. Our own emotions can lead the way:
Taking pity is a rush of love for one’s neighbour, received from the Lord. When we look with loving eyes on
someone in misery...compassion rises in us, and because it comes from the Lord, it is an alert. What is more,
when people with perception feel compassion, they know they are being advised by the Lord to help (Secrets
of Heaven 6737).
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There’s another reason why our lives matter, and it has to do
with our relationship to the spiritual world. Swedenborg
writes that there are spirits around us at all times, and even
without realising it, we exist in the same spiritual space as
either angels or lower order spirits. Our positive thoughts and
feelings not only connect us to heaven, but they help to
nourish and empower angels. For it is the ideas comprising our
thoughts that serve as the objects which angels need for spiritual
thoughts…(Secrets of Heaven 2953).
We are each unique and we matter. Without us, there’s a
piece of heaven that would be missing its light.
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God is in You. Are You in God?
Adapted from a sermon by Kit Billings
I begin this message by inviting
you to be open to your own
beautiful centre of wisdom,
which lives deep within your
soul. Do you believe that it’s
there, your personal
connection to wisdom, which
is God who lives and moves
and has his being within you? I
believe it’s there, and I invite
you to be deeply in tune with
it right now. See if what you’re about to hear feels like
the truth for you. If it does, then I rejoice in that. If my
words do not connect for you, then I hope you will
trust yourself not to digest them.
God is inside of everyone. This is a given. God’s
gracious nature is to live inside of every person, no
matter how good or evil. As Swedenborg noted, this is
more than an act of love on God’s part; it’s a necessity
to sustain our life. For we each are created beings. God
is Life Itself, self-sustaining Life. This is why Paul Tillich
spoke of God as being the very “ground of being.” One
of the blessings of this, my friends, is
that in order for anyone simply
to live, they must have God
You are being
within them, for the physical
loved by Love
body is actually sustained and
Itself, not only
vivified by the presence and
from the outside
life-force of the human soul,
in but also from
and the soul receives its life
the inside out!
from God.
But the spiritual reality of life
doesn’t end there. Since God’s Word declares that
God is Love, we therefore can open ourselves to yet
another life-altering truth, which is something so
precious, so amazing, that it will take an eternity for
each of us to understand what it means that a God like
this dwells within us. It means that you are being loved
by Love Itself, not only from the outside in but also
from the inside out! God is cherishing you from within
the inward parts of your being. And you don’t have to
work for this. It’s a given. A gift. And that is exactly
what we’re faced with, my friends: God loves you!
Intimately. Tenderly. Personally. With deep mercy and
understanding. There is an intentional, conscious loving
and caring for you happening down in the depths of
your heart and your soul, such that God is able to see
and know you totally, even more than you know
yourself, and is helping you intimately and ever so
wisely with your inner struggles, your hurts, your fears,

your misunderstandings, your
doubts, everything that
troubles you.
This is all part of the “good
news” in God’s Word, in the
Bible. It’s saying, in short, that
God lives within you and that
he has a fundamental role in
our lives as our constant, ever
-present source of life’s most
important ingredients. His presence literally creates
internal happiness, peace, faith, and a deepening desire
to love others—just because!
In Genesis we read of the story of the Garden of Eden
and about the Tree of Life living in the centre of that
paradisiacal garden. Now I’m asking you to reflect upon
another angle of this image of the indwelling God,
which is God as the Divine Vine of life. In the gospels
we hear God incarnate, the Lord Jesus Christ, saying
simply, “I am the true vine, and my Father is the
gardener. Remain in me, and I will remain in you. No
branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the
vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in
me.” So, the simple yet powerful question I want to ask
you today is, are you in the Divine Vine?
1. Do you believe that Jesus is the embodiment of
God, and do you hear his words as truth that give you
life and set you free?
2. Will you ingraft yourself to the truth that you are
cherished by God, and will you try every day to love
others as God loves you?
3. Will you bear the fruits of love and just enjoy and
be passionate about your own personal and unique
ability to make use of this spiritual relationship you’re
blessed with as a child of God?
This is what the Lord meant, I believe, by saying that we
must “remain in the vine.” Donald Grey Barnhouse
cites an amazing example of lasting fruitfulness. In
Hampton Court, near London, there is a grapevine
under glass; it is about a thousand years old and has but
one root stock, which is at least two feet thick. Some of
the branches are two hundred feet long. Because of
skilful cutting and pruning, the vine produces several
tons of grapes each year. Even though some of the
smaller branches are two hundred feet from the main
stem, they bear much fruit because they are joined to
the vine and allow the life of the vine to flow through
them.
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God gives us many awesome graces or powers in life—
to be sure, we’re each inherently powerful creatures.
One of the greatest of these is the power within you,
which God gives to you, to learn about our heavenly
Father and to read his thoughts in the Bible and to
believe that Jesus is the Son of God—or rather, God
with us in human form. This power of spiritual
understanding, you might say, prospers as individual
strands of faith and understanding combine into an evergrowing stalk of life perception. Each strand may consist
of a person’s coming to see and know things that deal
with spiritual life, such as the nature of God, the
Incarnation, how the Lord accomplished redemption,
what true charity is, the journey of spiritual regeneration
throughout life, concepts and insights about life after
death, and so on and so on.
Each of these individual strands of faith ultimately join
together into a growing stalk of faith within you, which
joins into God as the Divine Vine. But God is simply
reminding us today in John’s gospel that such growing
and living faith comes to us as a choice—and it’s an
enormously relevant choice indeed. If we open our ears
to hear the truth of this lesson, it reveals a fundamental
relationship between us and God: that if we want to be
open to real love and spiritual goodness, then God is the
One we depend upon to nourish our spirits with love
and empower us to bear fruit or works of love that will
last.

for you is a core part of the Christian faith. Jesus said,
“As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now
remain in my love.” But then God’s love in us moves up
and out and functions so as to bear fruit that contains
this love within it, which is why life in the Lord is called
“heaven.”
In a beautiful sermon entitled “The Power of Love,” Paul
Tillich, one of the great theological minds of the
twentieth century, writes of a Swedish woman who
aided prisoners and orphans during World War One.
She ended up in a concentration camp herself because
she gave aid and comfort. Tillich writes, “It is a rare gift
to meet a human being in whom love—this means God–
is so overwhelmingly manifest. It undercuts theological
arrogance as well as pious isolation. It is more than
justice and greater than faith or
hope. It is the very presence of
God in the form of a human
God is love. In
being. For God is love. In
every moment of
every moment of genuine
genuine love we
love we are dwelling in
are dwelling in
God and God in us.”
God and God in
us.

There are other sorts of
vines we can choose to graft
ourselves onto—we know them as
thistles and brambles. There are noxious ideas and belief
systems that will give us the juice to bear sour fruit and
that can make us rather “prickly” to others trying to get
Author and speaker Brennan Manning came up with a
close to us. Are you sometimes too thorny to the
slogan: “I am the one Jesus loves.” It sounds a little
approach of others? Only those who personally choose
arrogant, doesn’t it? But he is actually quoting Scripture. to be spiritually ingrafted to God will be able to let go of
Jesus’ closest friend on earth, the disciple named John, is the selfish inclinations that can ultimately strangle the life
identified in the gospels as “the one Jesus loved.”
in our hearts and minds with noxious brambles, thorns,
Manning said, “If John were to be asked, ‘What is your
and choking weeds.
primary identity in life?’ he would not reply, ‘I am a
disciple, an apostle, an evangelist, an author of one of the An old farmer recounts this poignant tale: “In the
four Gospels,’ but rather, ‘I am the one Jesus loves.’”
orchard, the wind blew over an old pear tree that had
What would it mean, I ask myself, if I too came to the
been there as long as anybody could remember. My
place where I saw my primary identity in life as “the one grandfather was grieved to lose the tree on which he
God loves?” How differently would I view myself at the had climbed as a boy and whose fruit he had eaten all his
end of a day? Sociologists have a theory of the looking- life. A neighbour boy came by and said, “Doc, I’m really
glass self: you become what the most important person sorry to see your pear tree get blown down.” “I’m
in your life (wife, father, boss, et cetera) thinks you are. sorry, too,” said my grandfather. “It was a real part of
How would my life change if I truly believed the Bible’s my past.” “What are you going to do?” the neighbour
astounding words about God’s love for me, if I looked in boy asked. The grandfather paused for a moment and
the mirror and saw what God sees?
then said, “I’m going to pick the fruit and burn what is
left.” That is the wise way to deal with certain things in
Manning tells the story of an Irish priest who, on a
our past. We need to learn their lessons, enjoy their
walking tour of a rural parish, sees an old peasant
pleasures, and go on with the present and the future.
kneeling by the side of the road, praying. Impressed, the The Divine is the Vine, and we are the branches. And
priest says to the man, “You must be very close to
when we need pruning, the goal is always more fruit.
God.” The peasant looks up from his prayers, thinks a
moment, and then smiles, “Yes, he’s very fond of me.”
God is in you. Are you in God?
This fundamental and transforming truth of God’s love
(www.swedenborg.org)
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E Pluribus Unum: Pluralism, not Sameness
Excerpts from a Talk by David J. Fekete

I got to thinking about the theme for this year’s NAIN
(North American Interfaith Network) conference,
“Harmony, the Journey to One Heart.” I thought
about just what harmony meant. And especially, I
thought about what kind of “one” one heart means.
I would like to introduce my approach to the journey
to one heart with some citations from my own faith
tradition, the Swedenborgian Church:

So, then, what do I do with
other religions? What do we do with other religions?
What are we doing here? Largely, I dialogue. I want to
hear from believers and practitioners of other
religions. I did not say, “I want to hear about other
religions.” I want to hear the religions. And I want to
hear the religions in their integrity. I do not listen to
my Muslim fellows with an ear for doctrines that
sound like Swedenborgian doctrines and then
A form makes a unity more perfectly as its constituents are celebrate how much we have in common. I want to
distinguishably different, and yet united (Swedenborg,
hear Islam as a Muslim experiences it. And I reflect on
Divine Providence 4).
Islam as I hear it from a practicing Muslim.
In the Christian world, doctrines are what distinguish the
One initial reaction is to say, “Now I have heard
churches; and from them people call themselves Roman
another facet of the infinite God.” For that, I celebrate
Catholics, Lutherans, and Calvinists, or the Reformed and the religion and person of the religion that I have been
the Evangelical, and by other names also. It is from
hearing. Sometimes I want to think or practise in the
doctrine alone that they are so called; which would not be ways I hear. Sometimes I remain in my Swedenborgian
at all, if they would make love of the Lord and charity
mindset and hear the other as a differing friend. And
toward the neighbour the principal things of faith.
sometimes I incorporate what I hear into my
The doctrines would then be only varieties of
own religion. Then my own vision of the
opinion respecting the mysteries of faith, which
Infinite grows a little greater. So my
“Now I have
truly Christian people would leave to everyone
encounter with the religion of the other
heard
according to his (or her) conscience, and
can be different and respectful; and it can
another facet
would say in their heart that one is truly a
also be different and mind-expanding.
of the infinite
Christian when he (or she) lives as a Christian,
God.”
or as the Lord teaches. Thus from all the
Jain Parable
differing churches there would become one
Three blind men encountered an elephant for
Church; and all the dissensions which exist from
the first time. Each man felt only one part of the
doctrine alone would vanish; yea, the hatreds against one elephant. When they asked one another what the
another would be dissipated in a moment, and God’s
elephant was like, each had a different description.
kingdom would come upon the earth (Swedenborg, Secrets The man at the trunk said, “This creature is like a
of Heaven 1799).
thick hose.” The man at the leg said, “This creature is
like a tree trunk.” The one at the elephant’s stomach
It is plain that God’s church is not here, nor there, but that said, “No, it is flat like a wall.” All three men were
it is everywhere, both within those kingdoms where the
right. The elephant trunk is like a hose; the leg is like a
(Christian) church is, and out of them, where people live
tree trunk; the stomach is like a wall. The only
according to the precepts of love (Swedenborg, Secrets of problem is that each man didn’t have the whole
Heaven 8152).
picture of the elephant.
God flows into every human being with all God’s divine
love, all God’s divine wisdom, and all God’s divine life
(Swedenborg, True Christianity 364).

It seems to me that this story captures the place we
all are in our differing religions. We are all of us finite.
Since we are all finite, our religious systems are finite.
But God is infinite. No one of us has the whole infinite
Often, in interfaith organisations, we look for things
story about God. And reflecting on the elephant story,
we all share in common and, indeed, sometimes even our differing articulations of religion can all be right. In
try to force harmony. But why try to find things we
the religious sphere, we can indeed claim that our
can all agree on? Isn’t it better to recognise our
religion is right, and simultaneously, we can affirm that
differences, and to affirm one another in our
other religions are right, too. No one of us has the
differences? Isn’t it better than forcing commonalities whole elephant. And this pluralistic understanding of
we may not share? It is one thing to say that there are religions holds for the practice of religion as much as
differences among different religions. It is another to
it does for belief systems.
tolerate differences. I want to affirm differences.
(From The Messenger December 2017)
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The Definition of Love
Walter Orthwein

In Swedenborg’s Divine Love and Wisdom No. 47 there is an often-quoted saying:
Love consists in this, that its own should be another’s. To feel the joy of another as joy
in oneself, that is loving.
That could almost be a line from a Hallmark card, but it is much more than a
mere sentiment. If is a profound truth. It is poetic certainly—all the greatest truths are—but there
is a world of meaning in it. Truths are beautiful from the goodness within them that they convey.
They are like drops of pure morning dew in which the sun of heaven is reflected.
Divine Love and Wisdom begins with the statement that love is the life of a person. Then it explains
that, although everyone knows there is such a thing as love, we really don’t know what it is. It is life
itself! Without it we wouldn’t feel, think, speak or even move. Now, in number 47, we are told that
love consists in feeling the joy of another as joy in yourself. If we ever wonder what heaven is like,
there is a good answer.
The angels feel the joy of others as joy in themselves because they all derive their “own,” their ego,
their sense of self-life, from the same Divine Source, who is Life itself and Being itself. There is
really only one “Own” - God’s—in which the angels all participate (as do we, if we only knew it). In
God we live and move and have our being (Acts 2:17; Divine Love and Wisdom 301). We are because God
is (Divine Providence 46).
The Lord prayed for all those who believed in him: That they all may be one, as you, Father are in me,
and I in you; that they also may be one in us, that the world may believe that you sent me. And the glory
which you gave me I have given them, that they may be one just as we are one: I in them, and you in me;
that they may be made perfect in one (John 17: 20-23).
Ideally, God’s spiritual community consists of people who are one in their devotion to the Divine,
belief in God, and commitment to living a life of kindness to others. In such a community, the joy of
each member adds to the joy of all the others.
This is all very sublime, but is it realistic? In this fallen world of ours, how much of an experience of
feeling the joy of another as joy in ourselves are we likely ever to have? Actually, the possibility is
very real—couples bet their lives on it all the time when they get married, in the hope and
expectation that the joy they find in each other then will become permanent and eventually unite
their two souls into one.
This is the promise of the New Jerusalem which is coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as
a bride adorned for her husband (Revelation 21:2).
(from Life Lines, New Church Life: January/February 2018)
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