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Where the land meets the sea
When I am walking the dogs, I am fortunate to be able to
stand on the shore and contemplate the mystery of the
sea. It embraces the whole earth, for it is continuous
without interruption from the shores of the Arctic circle to those of the
Antarctic. Scientists tell us how essential the oceans are for life to exist on
earth. The sea is very different to the land as it seems almost alive with its
moods and rhythms. One moment it is dark and menacing, the next sky
blue, and calm. The security of the shore is the place where this ‘living’
creature interacts with us. We adapt to its tides. It reshapes our beaches
and strews them with flotsam and jetsam from many miles away. We use it
for travel, a source of food and pleasure.
This fascination with the sea is not just physical as there is a spiritual
element to it too. We are so drawn to it, that homes in New Zealand are
valued more for their sea views. An explanation of this relationship is found
in the concept that all things on earth correspond to spiritual realities. We
are taught that the sea corresponds to facts. Its vastness reflects the vast
number of facts available. This correspondence inspired Habbakuk to say,
“The earth shall be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord as the
waters cover the sea.”
Scientists are constantly adding to the number of facts available. From early
childhood we are constantly gathering facts of all kinds from this intellectual
ocean. The ones we learn and use are stored away in our memory. The Lord
says that these individual facts are like the innumerable grains of sand
which the sea deposits on the beach. Psalm 139:17, 18.” How precious to
me are your thoughts, God!

How vast is the sum of them! Were I to count them, they would outnumber
the grains of sand—when I awake, I am still with you”
Many of them we cannot still recall. As we age the sands of memory seem
to get washed further out each year. But all is not as it appears. The
Heavenly Doctrines teach that every fact we have acquired is never really
lost. Swedenborg wrote in *HH 461, When we die,” we even take with us
our natural memory, since we retain everything we have heard, seen, read,
learned, or thought in the world from earliest infancy to the very end of
life. However, since the natural objects that reside in our memory cannot be
reproduced in a spiritual world, they become dormant the way they do when
we are not thinking about them. Even so, they can be reproduced when it so
pleases the Lord.”
In Luke 12:15, the Lord warns us about relying on the abundance of our
possessions. He not only means material ones but also factual knowledge.
Many world leaders illustrate how human egos use these for their own selfcentred ends. We are all prone to do this.
The Lord teaches in the same passage that the crucial thing is to be rich
towards God. In other words material possessions or factual knowledge
should not be used to bolster our egos but used to enable us to better love
our neighbour as our self.
As I stand on the beach and look out with wonder at the sea I become
aware of the vast number of facts available to mankind. I have used a very
small percentage of them. When I look at the grains of sand at my feet I am
reminded how many different knowledges have been part of my life.
Then I call the dogs, turn and return to living using the small riches of
knowledge that I still retain to try and be rich towards God.
With all good wishes,
John. (*H.H.:- Swedenborg’s Heaven and Hell)
Internet Resources for New Church Books and Ideas
www.swedenborg.com
www.youtube.com/user/offTheLeftEye
www.newchristianbiblestudy.org
www.swedenborg.org.uk/
www.spiritualwisdom.org.uk
http://www.spiritualwisdompublishing.co.uk/

www.swedenborgdigitallibrary.org

Events Past:- New Church Day. The theme for our worship was , The Lord as the
bright and morning star. Afterwards the children were presented with New Church
Day gifts and we all shared a lovely meal, toasted the Lord’s New Church and
D’Artagnan cut the cake for us. Women’s Refuge Gifts. Our gifts of food, women’s
toiletries and children’s school stationery were delivered by Susan and appreciated by
the staff.
Events Future:- Our topics for inspiration from the Word are in the Calendar.
Australian New Church Family Summer Camp. The Summer camp next January
is located 200 metres from Alexandra Headlands beach. It is an hour and a half
north of Brisbane and half an hour from Sunshine Coast Airport. This year there
is the option to have a private twin bunk room with ensuite for couples. Book
early to avoid disappointment. Other room types are shared bunk rooms with
shared toilet/shower facilities. Book online at newchurch.net.au/alexandra-parkfamily-camp-2018

An intriguing development for the Auckland Society. Almost 60 years ago, a few
members of the New Church in Auckland established a General Church group as a
separate entity to the Auckland Society. Over the years, a Trust was formed to manage
the funds which had accumulated. The Trust committed about 80% of its income to
the Auckland Society by way of monthly donations and the provision of internet
services as well as funding for the enquiry centre. The General Church Trustees have
decided the Trust will be wound down and money progressively donated to the
Auckland Society as term investments mature. Over the next 18 months a substantial
amount will be donated to the Auckland Society. After this time the General Church
Trust will be wound up. The Society’s committee will be considering the best use of
the funds over the next few months.
People News:- Congratulations to Karlena on her new job.
We give a warm welcome to Julian who has been with us for several Sundays.
Sadly Doreen is still not very mobile and needs 24hr support. She is having
respite care at Ellerslie Gardens Rest Home while her daughter is away.
Doreen feels she has to stop providing altar flowers and posting the
Newsletters. We thank her for the many years she has done these things for
us.
It is good to see that Susan Heeps is well again and now a first time grandma.
We were sorry to hear of Ray and Barbara’s car accident but pleased that they
escaped serious injury. What a blessing. They reported that Beth and Bill are
still battling on with the effects of aging.
Richard and Gill are also needing our loving prayers as they are having a tough
time with illness and physical disability.

Calendar
August
th
6
10am. Worship including the Holy Supper/Sunday School/ Richard
th
13
10am. Shared inspiration from The Word. “The Word which challenges me”
th
20
10am. Morning Worship / Sunday School/John
Church Committee follows the service.
th
27
10am. The Course on Charity/Richard
September
rd
3
10am. Morning Worship /Sunday School/ Richard
th
10
10am. Shared inspiration from The Word. “A parable which inspires.”
th
17
10am. Morning Worship / Sunday School/John
Church Committee follows Worship
th
24
10 am. The Course on Charity/Richard
st
October 1
10am. Morning Worship incl. Holy Supper/Sunday School/ Richard
Date
Greeters
August
6th
Lesley
13th
John
20th
Kai
27th
Richard
September
3rd
Jonathan
10th John
17th Ray
24th Richard
October 1

st

Lesley
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Jenny K

Jenny S

Refreshments
Lis
Jenny K
Jenny S

Lis
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